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Labour (p. 249) stated that 'we have been suffering for a century
from an acute outbreak of individualism, unchecked by the old
restraints, and invested with almost a religious sanction by a certain
soulless school of writers/ and Mr. J. K. Ingram declared that
'the mere conflict of private interests will never produce a well-
ordered commonwealth of labour,'l while Professor J. E. Cairnes
had encouraged a revolt against capitalist domination by stating
that c if workmen do not rise from dependence upon capital by the
path of co-operation, then they must remain in dependence upon
capital; the margin for the possible improvement of their lot is
confined within narrow barriers which cannot be passed, and the
problem of their elevation is hopeless. As a body they will not
rise at all. A few, more energetic or more fortunate than the rest,
will from time to time escape, as they do now, from the ranks of
their fellows to the higher walks of industrial life, but the great
majority will remain substantially where they are. The remunera-
tion of labour, as such, skilled or unskilled, can never rise much
above its present level/a
I have quoted these economic authorities in order to show that,
although our revolt against the prevailing capitalist system was
mainly moral in its origins, it was not altogether detached from
reality. I, among many others, deliberately set myself to study
economic science, because I believed that a close acquaintance with
its teachings would be a powerful weapon in our hands. And so
indeed it was.
It is not easy to name any date or place as being the beginning
of the revolt, nor can it be put to the credit of any one man. Many
influences co-operated to begin it, but no account of its origin could
omit the influence on the minds of its founders, of the great per-
sonality of Karl Marx. Exiled from Prussia in 1849, this greatest
of refugees came to England, where he lived in poverty for the
rest of his life, and it was in London that his great work, Das
Kapital) was written. He helped to found in 1864 the Inter-
national Working Men's Association, and he became 'in fact,
though not in name, the head of its general council.'s Marx was
typically German in character, mind, and style, and for many years
his books were unknown in the country in which they had been
written, although Mr. Hyndman's England for All,, published in
1 Encyclopaedia Britannica.
* Leading Principles of Political Economy, p. 348.
* Encyclopaedia Britannica.